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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To execute an error diffusion processing, without 
deteriorating the image quality of data by detecting a half-tone area in multivalue digital 
data, detecting the concentration value of the area and setting a threshold used for the 
multivalue diffusion processing from the concentration value and executing the multivalue 
error diffusion processing. 

SOLUTION: A prescribed image processing is executed on a signal outputted from a CCD 
sensor 105. In an error diffusion processing part 106-07, the error diffusion processing is 
executed as need. In the error diffusion processing image concentration D of the image 
data outputted from an MTF correction part 106-06 and a reference concentrations S 
outputted from a control part 106-12 are used. Image data which is error-diffused is 
converted, and an image concentration P is outputted from the error diffusion processing :j I ^^«= 
part 106-07. It is then sent to a printer part 200 through an encoding/decoding 
processing part 106-08. 
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